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Welcome to the CHCI 2020 Leadership Conference and 43rd Annual Awards Gala, the gathering of Latino and 
other leaders that begins our Hispanic Heritage Month activities. This year’s theme, Our Voice, Nuestro Poder, is 
more important than ever. The current challenges — a global pandemic that is impacting the lives and livelihood of 
the Hispanic community in ways we never could have imagined, and, added to that, the decades-long racial injustice 
that was exhibited through horrific acts of violence against Black Americans caught on video, have both exposed 
deep disparities in our society, and provoked serious action and reflection among all of us.

In an all virtual setting, our Leadership Conference will feature an engaging lineup of more than 200 speakers who are 
global and national leaders, public officials, advocates, policymakers, community leaders, and journalists recognized 
for their vision, expertise, and influence in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors. This year, two new features 
include a virtual Career Fair, and a Pitch Competition, named the COVID-19 Recovery Investment Program. 

The Gala is the highlight of our year — the centerpiece that showcases all of our work, and the largest gathering  
in Washington, DC for Hispanic Heritage Month. We’ve come together to both acknowledge our community’s 
enduring strength and resilience – even with the tremendous challenges facing the nation – and to celebrate the 
achievements of Latinos with the night’s honorees. Our 2020 Medallion of Excellence honorees are renowned 
novelist Isabel Allende and culinary innovator, chef, and humanitarian José Andrés. The Chair’s Award is being 
presented to Julián Castro, former presidential candidate, U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, 
and Mayor of San Antonio. And we are proud to recognize one of our nation’s most beloved Latino leaders, 
Congressman José E. Serrano (NY-15), with the Legacy Award for his extraordinary 50+ year career in  
public service. 

For more than 40 years, CHCI has educated, empowered, and connected Latino leaders who are actively changing 
the economic and public policy landscape in the United States. By convening leaders to discuss the issues facing the 
Latino community and the nation, we foster a dialogue that produces solutions for the challenges we all face, and 
help forge a path to a stronger, united, and more just America.

CHCI is the premier Hispanic leadership development organization in the nation’s capital; all that we do stems 
from our commitment to developing the next generation of Latino/a/x leaders. The R2L NextGen Participants, 
Congressional Interns, Public Policy and Graduate Policy Fellows, and more than 4,000 alumni we serve make 
an impact through the activities they carry out. We are pleased to be able to support their continued leadership 
development and contributions, and your participation and support is vital to our mission. The Latino community  
is 63 million strong! At our HHM events, we collectively raise our voice, nuestro poder to make a difference as 
Latinos continue to be the largest, youngest, and fastest growing demographic in our society. We all count, and  
we must make sure the world knows it.

The support we receive for the Leadership Conference and Annual Awards Gala is a vital funding source for 
our programs and activities. We are grateful to our sponsors for their leadership, and for everyone’s support and 
participation, which represent an investment in the nation’s future. We hope you enjoy the next few days of 
conversation about leading our community and the country forward, a fitting kick-off to Hispanic Heritage Month.

Sincerely,

WELCOME TO THE  
CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS INSTITUTE 

2020 HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH EVENTS

Rep. Ruben Gallego
CHCI Chair

Marco A. Davis
CHCI President & CEO

Rep. Ruben Gallego (AZ-7)
CHCI Chair 

Marco A. Davis
CHCI President & CEO 
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Agenda is subject to change

SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

ALL DAY CHCI VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM EDT WELCOME TO CHCI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE - DAY 1

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM EDT PLENARY 
Our Voice, Nuestro Poder

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

1:15 PM - 1:30 PM EDT GUIDED MEDITATION BREAK  
FROM PUERTO RICO 

Wellness

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Building a Pipeline of  
Latino Educators

Education & Workforce 
Development Track

Climate Change Health, Wellness, 
Environment Track

Leadership in a Time of Crisis:  
Public-Private Partnerships for  
Social Good

Leadership &  
Innovation Track

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM EDT WELLNESS SESSION
Flexing Your Resilience by Flexing 
Your Thoughts

Wellness

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM EDT SPARK TALK
Strong Roots: Sugar Industry Builds  
Diverse Communities

3:15 PM - 4:15 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Maintaining Strong & Healthy  
Latino Families in a Time of Crisis

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

Puerto Rico: Opening the Door  
to a Brighter Economic Future

Economic Mobility & 
Financial Services Track

Virtual Workforce: The New Normal Education & Workforce 
Development Track

4:15 PM - 4:45 PM EDT ATTENDEE MEET-UP Networking

4:45 PM - 5:30 PM EDT CEO CONVERSATIONS 
Oscar Muñoz,  
United Airlines Holdings, Inc.

Fireside Chat

SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

ALL DAY CHCI VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM EDT WELCOME TO CHCI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – DAY 2

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Criminal Justice Reform:  
Dismantling Inequality and  
the Push for Social Reform

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

Mental Health: Starting a Journey  
of Recovery

Health, Wellness, 
Environment Track

Role of Financial Services Sector  
in Philanthropy and Investment

Economic Mobility & 
Financial Services Track

1:00 PM - 1:15 PM EDT GUIDED MEDITATION BREAK  
FROM PUERTO RICO 

Wellness

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Activism & Social Change - Building  
a Movement with Social Media

Leadership &  
Innovation Track 

Energy Solutions for a Better Planet Health, Wellness, 
Environment Track

Latinos and the Essential Workforce Education & Workforce 
Development Track

2:15 PM - 2:30 PM EDT WELLNESS SESSION
Flexing Your Resilience by Flexing 
Your Thoughts

Wellness

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM EDT SPARK TALK 
SiriusXM + Pandora: A Conversation 
with La Doña

3:00 PM - 4:15 PM EDT PLENARY 
Addressing Economic Disparities and 
Building Financial Security

Economic Mobility & 
Financial Services Track

4:20 PM - 4:45 PM EDT CEO CONVERSATIONS 
Jamie Dimon, JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Fireside Chat

4:45 PM - 4:55 PM EDT GUIDED MEDITATION BREAK  
FROM PUERTO RICO

Wellness

5:15 PM - 6:15 PM EDT PLENARY
The Future of Entertainment

Media &  
Entertainment Track
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SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

ALL DAY CHCI VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM EDT WELCOME TO CHCI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – DAY 3

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM EDT PLENARY 
Global Pandemics: Innovation  
for Early Detection and a  
Coordinated Response System

Health, Wellness, 
Environment Track

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Feeding Our Nation: Latino Workers  
in Agriculture

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

Latino Voices and American  
Journalism and Media

Media &  
Entertainment Track

Small Businesses - Preparing  
for Resiliency in an Age of  
Growing Uncertainty and  
Natural Disasters

Economic Mobility & 
Financial Services Track

2:45 PM - 3:15 PM EDT SPARK TALK 
Friends of the National Museum  
of American Latino

3:15 PM - 4:15 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Blockchain Technology and Its  
Untapped Potential to Tackle  
Society’s Most Complex Issues

Technology Track 

Gun Violence: El Paso a Year Later Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

How to Run for Office Leadership &  
Innovation Track

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM EDT WELLNESS SESSION
Flexing Your Resilience by Flexing 
Your Thoughts

Wellness

4:30 PM - 5:15 PM EDT ISLAND ZEN YOGA FROM  
PUERTO RICO 

Wellness

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM EDT HHM OPEN DIALOGUE  
(BY INVITATION ONLY) Networking

SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

ALL DAY CHCI VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM EDT WELCOME TO CHCI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – DAY 4

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Afro-Latino Identity and Racism:  
A Frank Conversation

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

Education: Preparing Latino Students 
for an Unpredictable Future

Education & Workforce 
Development Track

Smart Cities - Building an Inclusive 
and Accessible Urban Future

Leadership &  
Innovation Track

1:00 PM - 1:15 PM EDT GUIDED MEDITATION BREAK  
FROM PUERTO RICO 

Wellness

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Disruptive Innovation: Re-inventing 
Businesses in an Unpredictable Era

Leadership &  
Innovation Track 

Transforming the Supply Chain Leadership &  
Innovation Track

Unlocking Opportunity for  
Future Generations

2:15 PM - 2:30 PM EDT WELLNESS SESSION
Flexing Your Resilience by Flexing 
Your Thoughts

Wellness

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM EDT SPARK TALK 
The State of COVID-19 and 
Environmental Health Threats  
in the Latino Community

3:00 PM - 4:15 PM EDT PLENARY 
Racial Equity & Social Justice 
in America - Building on 2020’s 
Momentum

Leadership &  
Innovation Track

4:15 PM - 5:00 PM EDT CEO CONVERSATIONS 
The Future of Energy: A CEO and 
Policy Maker Roundtable

Fireside Chat

5:00 PM - 6:15 PM EDT PITCH COMPETITION
COVID-19 Recovery Investment 
Program

Agenda is subject to change Agenda is subject to change
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SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

ALL DAY CHCI VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM EDT WELCOME TO CHCI LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – DAY 5

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM EDT PLENARY 
Supporting Work-Life Balance for 
Working Mothers

Education & Workforce 
Development Track

1:15 PM - 1:30 PM EDT GUIDED MEDITATION BREAK  
FROM PUERTO RICO  

Wellness

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM EDT BREAKOUT SESSIONS

A New Generation of Employees  
& A Changing Workforce

Education & Workforce 
Development Track

CHCI-Dell Policy Hack 2020 -  
Hacking the Digital Divide

Hackathon

The Future of Retail Leadership &  
Innovation Track

2:30 PM - 3:10 PM EDT ISLAND ZEN YOGA  
FROM PUERTO RICO

Wellness

3:15 PM - 4:30 PM EDT PLENARY 
Key Immigration Policy Issues for the 
Next Four Years

Civic Engagement, Civil 
Rights, Public Policy Track

NEW FOR 2020

SEPT 14-18, 2020 | ALL DAY

#CHCIHHM20 

PRESENTED BY:

Agenda is subject to change

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EDT CHCI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
(OPEN TO CHCI ALUMNI ONLY)

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM EDT CHCI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP  
AWARDS CELEBRATION

5:00 PM - 5:45 PM EDT CHAIR’S PRIVATE GALA GATHERING (BY INVITATION ONLY)

5:45 PM - 6:00 PM EDT 43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA PRE-SHOW

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM EDT 43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
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SEPT 17, 2020 | 5:00PM - 6:15PM EDT

#CHCIHHM20 

COVID-19 RECOVERY 
INVESTMENT PROGRAM

PRESENTED BY:

CONGRESSIONAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

2021 APPLICATION DEADLINES:

•  Spring 2021 – October 1, 2020

•  Summer 2021 – December 1, 2020

•  Fall 2021 – February 15, 2021

PUBLIC POLICY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

2021 APPLICATION DEADLINE:

•  January 15, 2021

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

2021 APPLICATION DEADLINE:

•  January 15, 2021

R2L NEXTGEN PROGRAM

2021 APPLICATION DEADLINE:

•  February 15, 2021

chci.orgAPPLY TODAY

9

https://apply.chci.org/applications/login.asp
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SUMMITSUMMIT

20202020

NOVEMBER 17-18, 2020

COMING SOON ALL VIRTUAL

LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE

SEPT. 14-18, 2020
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2020 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SPONSORS

1978 CIRCLE

2020 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SPONSORS

INNOVATOR CIRCLE

*Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020 *Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020
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2020 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SPONSORS

PRINCIPAL CIRCLE

AMERICAN SUGAR ALLIANCE

BRADY PAC

COMMUNITY JUSTICE  
ACTION FUND

GLAXOSMITHKLINE

HORIZON THERAPEUTICS

LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL  
UNION OF NORTH AMERICA  

(LIUNA)

LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT 
CORPORATION

MARS, INC.

NATIONAL HISPANIC 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

SIRIUSXM/PANDORA

AMERICAN FUEL & PETROCHEMICAL 
MANUFACTURERS

ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION

INTERNATIONAL UNION, UNITED 
AUTOMOBILE, AEROSPACE AND 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT WORKERS 
OF AMERICA

MCDONALD’S

TEACH FOR AMERICA

TRAILBLAZER CIRCLE

LEADER CIRCLE

*Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020

SEPTEMBER 21, 2020

2020 HHM MEDIA PARTNERS
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Welcome,

Bank of America is pleased to once again serve as the Presenting Sponsor of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute’s (CHCI’s) 43rd Annual Awards Gala. We’ve been a long-time partner 
of CHCI working together to promote education, learning, and development program — and 
our collective work is even more important today.

Over the past few months, we have come together — as a company and as a world — with 
intensified passion for racial equality. Across our company, we are committed to our fellow 
teammates and to living our values. This is core to who we are and to how we drive responsible 
growth. That’s why we’ve announced a $1 billion, four-year commitment to accelerate work 
underway to help drive racial equality and economic opportunity, with a particular focus on 
people and communities of color. These efforts will focus on how to drive tangible progress, 
along with our partners, in making systemic changes and reforms that address economic and 
racial disparities. 

We’re proud to recognize the passion and commitment of CHCI and your honorees, and  
we’re honored to help celebrate the influence and impact you have in communities across  
the country. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Moynihan
Chief Executive Officer
Bank of America 

MESSAGE FROM THE AWARDS GALA HOST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

CHCI 43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM EDT CHCI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
LEADERSHIP AWARDS  
CELEBRATION

5:00 PM - 5:45 PM EDT CHAIR’S PRIVATE GALA  
GATHERING  
(BY INVITATION ONLY)

5:45 PM - 6:00 PM EDT 43RD ANNUAL AWARDS  
GALA PRE-SHOW

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM EDT 43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA
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Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Institute — We’re proud to support 
you
Bank of America is proud to support the CHCI 43rd Annual Awards Gala 
and congratulates Isabel Allende and José Andrés for receiving the 2020 
Medallions of Excellence.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/About

©2020 Bank of America Corporation | 2935457 Vault-BA1758  | ESG-297-AD

Different Perspectives
Inspire Innovation
Our operations are diverse. So are the employees of 
ConocoPhillips.  We believe that different opinions, ideas  
and experiences are what inspire innovation throughout  
our company. We applaud the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute for its continued efforts to provide 
leadership development programs and educational 
services to emerging Latino leaders. Together, we 
celebrate the many dimensions and benefits of an 
inclusive environment.  We are proud to sponsor 
this year’s CHCI Hispanic Heritage Month Gala.

www.conocophillips.com

© ConocoPhillips Company. 2020 All rights reserved.
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EVENING PROGRAM

MILITARY TRIBUTE

MAJOR GENERAL ANGIE SALINAS

United States Marine Corps (Retired)

CEO, Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas 

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

ALICIA MENENDEZ

Journalist, Author, and MSNBC Commentator

WELCOME

MARCO A. DAVIS

President & CEO, Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute

GALA HOST REMARKS

RAUL ANAYA

Head of Business Banking and Los Angeles Market President, Bank of America

CHCI Advisory Council Member

CHCI CHAIR REMARKS

REP. RUBEN GALLEGO 

SPECIAL GUESTS

ASSISTANT SPEAKER BEN RAY LUJÁN

U.S. House of Representatives

SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI

U.S. House of Representatives

CHAIR’S AWARD

Presented By 

REP. RUBEN GALLEGO, CHCI Chair  

REP. JOAQUIN CASTRO, CHC Chair 

HON. JULIÁN CASTRO 

CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS ROLL CALL

LEGACY AWARD

Presented By 

REP. NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ 

REP. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

REP. JOSÉ E. SERRANO (NY-15) 

CHCI PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Presentation of 

CHCI 2020-2021 GRADUATE  AND PUBLIC POLICY FELLOWS 

CHCI 2020 FALL CONGRESSIONAL INTERNS

CHCI ALUMNI LEADERSHIP AWARDS

MILDRED OTERO, MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE FOR A DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS

ANDRÉS CANO, YOUNG ALUMNUS AWARD

MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

Presented By 

REP. DARREN SOTO, HHM Co-Chair 

SEN. CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO

ISABEL ALLENDE 
MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS,  

ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, MUSIC AND SPORTS

MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

Presented By 

REP. VERONICA ESCOBAR, HHM Co-Chair

JOSÉ ANDRÉS 
AMERICAN DREAM MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE IN  
EDUCATION, SCIENCE, MEDICINE OR CIVIL RIGHTS

ENTERTAINMENT FINALE

BOMBA ESTÉREO
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CHCI CHAIR’S AWARD
HON. JULIÁN CASTRO

LEGACY AWARD
REP. JOSÉ E. SERRANO (NY-15)

Julián Castro served as U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development under President Barack Obama from 2014-
2017. Before that, he was Mayor of his native San Antonio, 
Texas — the youngest mayor of a Top 50 American city at 
the time. In 2012, he gave a rousing keynote speech at the 
Democratic National Convention, during which he described 
the American Dream as a relay to be passed from generation 
to generation. In October 2018, Little, Brown and Company 
published Castro’s memoir, An Unlikely Journey: Waking Up 

from My American Dream. Secretary Castro launched People First Future in May to 
help elect bold, progressive candidates whose campaigns are focused on improving the 
lives of all people they hope to represent. 

U.S. Representative José E. Serrano represents the Fifteenth 
Congressional District of New York in the Bronx. The 
Congressman is a senior member of the exclusive House 
Appropriations Committee and serves as Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science. This 
prestigious post as top Democrat on the Subcommittee allows 
Congressman Serrano to help oversee the budgets of multiple 
agencies, including the Department of Justice including the 
FBI; the Department of Commerce; the National Science 

Foundation; NASA; the Legal Services Corporation, and other agencies. Congressman 
Serrano is also Senior Whip for the Minority Whip operation, a position through which 
he helps develop strategies to marshal support for party positions and legislation. He 
is the Dean of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus and served as Chair of the Caucus 
from 1993-94. He is now the most senior Hispanic Democrat in Congress, as well as the 
longest serving Puerto Rican in Congress.

OUR HONOREES OUR HONOREES
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2020 MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE FOR A DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS

MILDRED OTERO 

Mildred Otero is the Senior Vice President for National 
Impact at Leadership for Educational Equity (LEE). In 
this role, she oversees four national teams committed to 
developing the leadership skills of its members to pursue 
leadership opportunities that empower them to end 
educational inequities in the United States through advocacy, 
elected, organizing and policy. Prior to joining LEE, Mildred 
served as the Chief Education Counsel in the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, where 

she managed the Senate Majority’s education agenda and its policy development and 
strategies for children from cradle to career. Such efforts included, legislation addressing 
early childhood education, childcare, elementary and secondary education, higher 
education and the workforce. 

Previously, Mildred served as a senior policy officer with the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation; senior advisor at the United States Department of State/United States 
Agency for International Development; senior policy advisor to US Senator Hillary 
Clinton (D-NY); legislative assistant to US Senator Reed (D-RI) and Deputy Director 
for Early Childhood at the Children’s Defense Fund. Mildred began her policy work 
in Washington, D.C. through the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Graduate 
Fellowship program. Before her time in Washington, Mildred was a counselor for child 
victims of sexual and physical abuse at the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office and began 
her career as a legislative aide to the New York State Assembly Speaker in Albany, NY. 

Mildred earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of New York- Albany 
and a Master’s degree from New York University, Silver School of Social Work. Mildred 
currently serves as an advisory board member for Communities In Schools; previously 
served as board member for Complete College America and completed the seventeenth 
cohort of the Aspen-Pahara Education Fellowship. 

Andrés Cano represents the 3rd legislative district in the 
Arizona House of Representatives.

Raised by a single mom, Andrés, 28, saw a path for 
advancement in Arizona’s public schools. He is a first-
generation college graduate.

In 2012, Andrés accepted a position as a senior aide to Pima 
County Supervisor Richard Elías in Tucson, Arizona. He 

became the youngest policy advisor in the County’s history, overseeing the Supervisor’s 
constituent outreach and neighborhood relations.

Six years later, in 2018, Andrés, a Democrat, was elected to the Arizona House of 
Representatives. 

Representative Cano sits on the House Committee on Ways & Means, and the House 
Committee on Natural Resources, Energy, & Water.

Andrés is a 2009 CHCI Scholar and graduate of the 2010 CHCI Congressional 
Internship Program, where he interned in the United States Senate. In 2019, he 
completed the Senior Executives in State & Local Government Executive Education 
Program at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government as a Bohnett Fellow with the 
LGBTQ Victory Institute.

2020 YOUNG ALUMNUS AWARD

ANDRÉS CANO

OUR HONOREES OUR HONOREES
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2020 AMERICAN DREAM MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE  
IN EDUCATION, SCIENCE, MEDICINE OR CIVIL RIGHTS
JOSÉ ANDRÉS

Twice named to Time’s “100 Most Influential People” list 
and recipient of the 2015 National Humanities Medal, José 
Andrés is an internationally-recognized culinary innovator, 
New York Times best-selling author, educator, humanitarian, 
and chef and owner of ThinkFoodGroup, a collective of nearly 
thirty restaurants throughout the country and beyond. In 
2010, Andrés founded World Central Kitchen, a non-profit 
specializing in delivering food relief in the wake of natural and 
humanitarian disasters. Notably, his team served 3.7 million 

meals to the people of Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria and has since served 
more than 30 million meals worldwide. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
WCK has partnered with restaurants, small farms, and federal and state governments 
around the country to combat food insecurity. A naturalized U.S. citizen originally 
from Spain, Andrés has been a tireless advocate for immigration reform and on July 4, 
2014 was named by President Barack Obama as that year’s “Outstanding American  
by Choice.” 

OUR HONOREES

2020 MEDALLION OF EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS,  
ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, MUSIC OR SPORTS
ISABEL ALLENDE

Isabel Allende — novelist, feminist, and philanthropist — is 
one of the most widely-read authors in the world, having sold 
more than 74 million books. Chilean, born in Peru, Isabel won 
worldwide acclaim in 1982 with the publication of her first novel, 
The House of the Spirits, which began as a letter to her dying 
grandfather. Since then, she has authored more than twenty three 
bestselling and critically acclaimed books, including Of Love and 
Shadows, Eva Luna, Daughter of Fortune, Island Beneath the Sea, 
Paula, The Japanese Lover and In the Midst of Winter. Translated 

into more than forty two languages. Allende’s works entertain and educate readers by 
interweaving imaginative stories with significant historical events. 

In addition to her work as a writer, Allende devotes much of her time to human rights 
causes. In 1996, following the death of her daughter Paula, she established a charitable 
foundation in her honor, which has awarded grants to more than 100 nonprofits 
worldwide, delivering life-changing care to hundreds of thousands of women and girls. 
More than 8 million have watched her TED Talks on leading a passionate life. 

She has received fifteen honorary doctorates, including one from Harvard University, 
was inducted into the California Hall of Fame, received the PEN Center Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and the Anisfield-Wolf Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2014, 
President Barack Obama awarded Allende the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor, and in 2018 she received the Medal for Distinguished 
Contribution to American Letters from the National Book Foundation. She lives in 
California. Her website is IsabelAllende.com. 

OUR HONOREES
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ALICIA MENENDEZ

Alicia Menendez is an anchor on MSNBC. She is also the 
author of “The Likeability Trap” and host of the “Latina to  
Latina” podcast.

Menendez joined MSNBC in October 2019. Prior to 
joining the network, Menendez served as a correspondent 
on “Amanpour & Company” on PBS and formerly hosted 
a nightly news and pop culture show on Fusion called 
“Alicia Menendez Tonight.” Her reporting and interviews 
have appeared on ABC News, Bustle, FusionTV, PBS and 
Vice News.

Born and raised in New Jersey, Menendez has been called “Ms. Millennial” by The 
Washington Post, “journalism’s new gladiator” by Elle, and a “content queen” by  
Marie Claire. 

BOMBA ESTÉREO

Bomba Estéreo was founded in Colombia in 2006 by 
musician Simón Mejía and singer Li Saumet. Together, they 
created a unique project that would become one of the most 
attractive music groups in the world. Throughout its career, 
Bomba Estéreo has toured all over the world, playing the 
stages of some of the most important music festivals, clubs 
and venues, and attracting millions of people to its eclectic 
avant-garde fusion of electronic and Caribbean sounds.

Bomba Estéreo has been nominated to The GRAMMYs two 
times with their albums ‘Amanecer’ and ‘Ayo’, and has also been nominated to six Latin 
GRAMMYs, where in 2015 the band performed ‘Fiesta’ at the ceremony’s main show 
with Hollywood star Will Smith. In 2017, Bomba Estéreo was invited to tour as support 
for Arcade Fire’s Everything Now World Tour doing 13 shows together across Europe, 
USA and Latin America. In 2018, Bomba Estéreo reached the worldwide Top 500 most 
listened on Spotify. They are currently working on their new album.

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES ENTERTAINMENT FINALE
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2019
Robert Rodriguez
Dr. Ellen Ochoa
Alejandra Y. Castillo*

2018
Jorge Ramos
Ann Michele Bobadilla
Juan Otero*

2017
Lin-Manuel Miranda
Castulo de la Rocha
Sandra Cisneros
Susan Santana*

2016
Anna Maria Chavez
Cheech Marin
Arnoldo Avalos*

2015
Sonia Gutierrez 
Anthony Muñoz
Chef José Andrés
Alejandra Ceja*

2014
Dr. Juliet V. García 
Eliseo Medina
José Díaz-Balart
Henry L. Fernández*

2013
Salma Hayek Pinault
Dr. Juan Andrade
Dr. Francisco Gonzalez  
  Cigarroa
CHCI Alumni Association  
  Founding Members*

2012
George Lopez
Lt. Col. Consuelo  
  Castillo Kickbusch (ret.)
Dr. Alfredo Quiñones- 
  Hinojosa
Hon. Liza Rodriguez*

2011
Vikki Carr
José Hernández
Hon. Ken Salazar  
Hon. Hilda L. Solis 
Orson Aguilar*

2010
Eva Longoria 
Arturo Sandoval
Lin-Manuel Miranda 
Gabriella Gomez*

2009
Eduardo “Lalo” 
  Guerrero
Soledad O’Brien
Marc Anthony
Ana Maria Arias*

2008
Rosie Perez 
Lt. General Ricardo 
  Sanchez, USA (Ret.)
Hon. Solomón P. Ortiz
Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Rep. José E. Serrano
Enrique Figueroa, Ph.D.* 

2007
Rep. Luis V. Gutiérrez
Monica Lozano
Regina Aragón* 

2006
Jimmy Smits
Roberto Clemente 
  Walker
Maria Elena Salinas
Dr. José Garzon* 

2005
Hon. Antonio 
  Villaraigosa
Alonzo Cantu
Rita Moreno

2004
Arturo Rodriguez
Dolores Huerta
Jorge Ramos

2003
Hon. Bill Richardson
Amb. Raúl Yzaguirre
Ricky Martin

2002
Hon. Henry Cisneros
Emilio and Gloria Estefan

2001
Awards were not conferred 
due to the cancellation of 
the gala in the wake  
of September 11.

2000
Dedicated to the entire 
Hispanic community for 
their contributions to the 
United States.

1999
Sen. Robert Menendez**
Carlos Santana

1998
Awards were not conferred 
due to the retirements  
of Rep. Gonzalez and  
Rep. Torres.

1997
Moctesuma Esparza
Elisa Sanchez
Hon. Frank Tejeda (in  
  memoriam)

1996
Awards were not  
conferred due to the 
retirement of CHCI 
founding member,  
Hon. E. “Kika” de  
la Garza.

1995
Dr. Manuel A. Alzugaray
Carmen Zapata 

1994
Hon. Fernando Ferrer
Miriam I. Cruz

1993
Lucille Beserra-Roybal
Dr. Ellen Ochoa

1992
Antonia Hernandez 

1991
Sonia Manzano
Jesse Benavides

1990
Dr. Antonia C. Novello
Sidney M. Gutierrez

1989
Marta Istomín
Edward James Olmos 

1988
Prof. Jaime Escalante
Chi Chi Rodríguez

1987
Dr. Franklin Chang Díaz 

1986
Hon. Clare Padilla 
  Andrews 
Hon. Edward N. Hidalgo

1985
Hon. E. “Kika” de la 
  Garza
Hon and Mrs. Robert 
  García
Hon. Manuel Lujan, Jr.
Hon. Edward R. Roybal

*Distinguished Alumnus Award         **Received while in the House representing NJ-13

AWARDS GALA HOST

CHAIR’S PRIVATE GALA GATHERING HOST

CHCI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP AWARDS CELEBRATION HOST

1978 CIRCLE

43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA SPONSORS

*Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020

PAST HONOREES
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43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA SPONSORS

INNOVATOR CIRCLE

*Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020

43RD ANNUAL AWARDS GALA SPONSORS

*Confirmed sponsors as of September 11, 2020

LEADER CIRCLE

PRINCIPAL CIRCLE



34 35

La diversidad y la inclusión 
son las bases de nuestra innovación y nos

impulsan a seguir hacia adelante. 

They also inspire a deep connection to the Latino community, 
and to all the communities we serve.

 
Comcast NBCUniversal and Telemundo are proud to support 

the CHCI 2020 Leadership Conference and 43rd Annual Awards Gala. 

COMC A S TCO R P O R AT I ON .COM / D I V E R S I T Y

Welcome to the CHCI 43rd Annual Awards Gala

Toyota is proud to be a steadfast supporter of CHCI and its mission 
to provide leadership development programs and educational 

services to students and young emerging Latino leaders.

Stay connected with @ToyotaLatino and #VayamosJuntos
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At Walmart, we’re proud to support the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s 

43rd Annual Awards Gala

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Thank you for showing us that, inside all of 
us, is the opportunity to realize our potential. 
State Farm® congratulates this year’s 
CHCI Medallion of Excellence Honorees. 

CHEVRON, the CHEVRON Hallmark and HUMAN ENERGY are registered trademarks of Chevron Intellectual Property LLC. © 2020 Chevron U.S.A. Inc. All rights reserved.
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WE CONGRATULATE THE

CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC 
CAUCUS INSTITUTE 
for developing the next generation of Latino leaders.

We are proud to support CHCI’s  
2020 Hispanic Heritage Month events.

www.morganlewis.com
©2020 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
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We are proud to show our support  for the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute 
and National Hispanic Heritage Month.

©2020 FedEx. All rights reserved.

On behalf of our 3 million members,
the National Education Association is

proud to support the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute,

new interns and fellows, and alumni.
For your partnership and shared

commitment to emboldening
the voices and strength of our
nation’s young Latino leaders,

we say... ¡Mil Gracias!
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CHCI stands in solidarity with our nation and 
communities around the world to fight COVID-19. 
Access valuable information and resources to help 

Latino communities during this time of need. 

https://chci.org/covid19-community-resources

ERN_CHCI_003.indd   1ERN_CHCI_003.indd   1 9/17/20   3:47 PM9/17/20   3:47 PM

https://chci.org/covid19-community-resources
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2019-20 CHCI LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS

Rep. Ruben Gallego (AZ-07)  
  CHCI Chair

Ronald “Ron” Estrada  
  CHCI Vice Chair;  

Univision Communications Inc. 

Lily Eskelsen García  
 CHCI Secretary;  
  National Education Association

Lupe De La Cruz, III   
  CHCI Treasurer;  

PEPSICO 

Marco A. Davis 
 CHCI President & CEO

Anne Marie Estevez, Esq.  
  CHCI General Counsel;  

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Rep. Pete Aguilar (CA-31)

Cristina Antelo, Esq.  
  Ferox Strategies

Evelyn De Jesus  
   American Federation of Teachers 

United Federation of Teachers

Maria Luisa Boyce 
  United Parcel Service

Rep. Nanette Diaz Barragán (CA-44) 

Rich Garcia  
  State Farm™

Rep. Jimmy Gomez (CA-34)  

Amilcar Guzman, Ph.D. 
 National President,  
CHCI Alumni Association 
League of Women Voters  
of the United States

Ed Loya  
  Dell Technologies

Mario Lozoya   
  Greater Brownsville Incentives  

Corporation

Rep. Grace Flores Napolitano   (CA-32) 

Jesse Price  

Rep. Raul Ruiz, M.D. (CA-36)

Rocio Sáenz  
  Service Employees International Union 

Gilberto Valdes  
 New York Life Insurance Company

Rep. Juan Vargas (CA-51)

Peter R. Villegas  
 The Coca-Cola Company

2019-20 CHCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1978–1980
Hon.  

Edward R. Roybal

1981–1984
Hon.  

Robert García

1984–1985
Hon.  

Bill Richardson

1985–1986
Hon.  

Matthew Martinez

1987–1988
Hon.  

Albert G. 
Bustamante

1988–1989
Hon. 

Jaime B. Fuster

1989–1990
Hon. 

E. “Kika” 
de la Garza

1991–1992
Hon. 

Solomón P. Ortiz

1993–1994
Rep.  

José E. Serrano

1995–1996
Hon.  

Ed Pastor

1997–1998
Hon.  

Xavier Becerra

1999–2000
Rep.  

Lucille  
Roybal-Allard

2001–2002
Hon. 

Silvestre Reyes

2003–2004
Hon.  

Ciro Rodríguez

2005–2006
Rep. 

Grace Flores 
Napolitano

2007–2008
Hon. 

Joe Baca

2009–2010
Rep. 

 Nydia M. 
Velázquez

2011–2012
Hon. 

Charles A. 
Gonzalez

2013–2014
Hon.  

Rubén Hinojosa

2015–2016
Rep.  

Linda T. Sánchez

2019–2020
Rep. Ruben 

Gallego

2017–2018
Rep. Joaquin 

Castro

1986–1987
Hon.  

Esteban Torres

CHCI BOARD CHAIRS
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CHCI HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH EVENTS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CHCI would like to recognize and thank the CHCI 
Hispanic Heritage Month Events Advisory Committee 
members for volunteering their time and leadership, 
which has helped shape another exceptional leadership 
conference and awards gala.

Rep. Veronica Escobar (TX-16)

CHCI Advisory Council Member

Rep. Darren Soto (FL-9)

CHCI Advisory Council Member

Peter R. Villegas
The Coca-Cola Company
CHCI Board of Directors

Virginia Zigras
Charter Communications
CHCI Advisory Council Member

The views or opinions of awardees, speakers, or guests throughout CHCI’s Hispanic Heritage 
Month events do not reflect the views or policies of CHCI. CHCI is a nonprofit and nonpartisan 
501(c)(3) organization, which provides leadership development programs and educational 
services to students and young emerging leaders. The CHCI Board of Directors and Advisory 
Council is comprised of Hispanic American Members of Congress, nonprofit and union leaders, 
and corporate executives. CHCI does not attempt to influence legislation and does not employ or  
retain registered lobbyists.

2020-21 CHCI ADVISORY COUNCIL

Silvia R. Aldana  
  Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Raul A. Anaya   
  Bank of America Corporation
Angela Arboleda 
 Altria Client Services
Kevin J. Avery 
 ConocoPhillips
Joe Ávila   
 Ford Motor Company Fund 
Michele Bobadilla  
 University of Texas, Arlington 
Zafar Brooks   
 Hyundai Motor North America
Marice Brown 
  JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kwame Canty 
  Edison Electric Institute  
Rep. Salud Carbajal (CA-24)
Rep. Tony Cárdenas (CA-29)
Rep. Joaquin Castro (TX-20) 
Jacki Cisneros  
   The Gilbert & Jacki Cisneros 
Foundation

Rep. J. Luis Correa (CA-46)
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (NV)
Rep. Jim Costa (CA-16)
Rep. Henry Cuellar (TX-28) 
Emily M. Dickens, J.D.  
  Society for Human Resource  
Management

Rep. Veronica Escobar (TX-16) 
Rep. Adriano Espaillat (NY-13)
Max Espinoza   
  Bill & Melinda Gates  
Foundation

Sara Fuentes 
  Transportation Institute 

Rep. Jesús G. “Chuy” Garcia  
 (IL-4)
Mercedes Garcia   
 Mastercard 
Rep. Sylvia Garcia (TX-29)
Rudy Garza   
 CPS Energy
Rep. Vicente Gonzalez (TX-15)
Rep. Jenniffer González-Colón  
 (PR)
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (AZ-03)
Bruce Harris   
 Walmart Inc.
Richard F. Lopez  
  General Motors
Rep. Ben Ray Lujan (NM-3)
Grisella M. Martinez 
  National Association of Broadcasters 
CHCI Alumnus

Javier D. Martínez 
 DaVita Inc.
Keith McCoy   
 Exxon Mobil Corporation
Sen. Robert Menendez (NJ)
Howard Moon 
 Amgen
Antonio “Tony” Moya   
 Salt River Project 
Leo Muñoz   
 Comcast NBC Universal
Elizabeth Nieto   
 Amazon
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez  
 (NY-14) 
Ademola Oyefeso   
   United Food and Commercial  

Workers International Union

Robert Raben 
 The Raben Group
Deanna Rodriguez  
 Entergy 
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard  
 (CA-40)
Ermelinda Ruiz Moretti   
 Chevron
Rep. Gregorio Sablan (MP)
Alex David Sanchez  
 Google, Inc.
Rep. Linda T. Sánchez (CA-38)
Rep. José E. Serrano (NY-15)
Rep. Albio Sires (NJ-08)
Albert “Al” A. Smith, Jr.  
  Toyota Motor  
North America, Inc. 

Esther Sosa 
 Environmental Defense Fund
Rep. Darren Soto (FL-09)
Matthew Spikes  
 Business Roundtable
Zuraya Tapia-Hadley 
 Facebook, Inc.
Patricia Tamez  
 Shell Oil Company
Shashrina L. Thomas 
  VERSA Integrated Solutions, Inc.
Rep. Norma Torres (CA-35) 
Walter Ulloa 
 Entravision
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez  
 (NY-07) 
Virginia Zigras  
 Charter Communications

2020-21 CHCI LEADERSHIP
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JOIN US IN 2021

facebook.com/CHCIDC

twitter.com/CHCI

CHCI.org/youtube

CHCI.org/linkedin

instagram.com/CHCIDC

CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC CAUCUS INSTITUTE

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE &  
44TH ANNUAL AWARDS GALA

SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2021
WASHINGTON, D.C.

https://www.facebook.com/CHCIDC
http://twitter.com/CHCI
https://www.youtube.com/user/chcicommunications
https://www.linkedin.com/company/congressional-hispanic-caucus-institute/
https://www.instagram.com/CHCIDC/

